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STATE OF THE FOREST 

When you live in Carmel, you are living inside a 
park. Each public right-of-way in front of every 
house is green space. 

As we learned in the film Intelligent Trees, trees 
that grow in diverse families are much healthier. 
Trees share water, carbon and nutrients with each 
other via the mycorrhizal fungi that live just 
centimeters below the soil.  

Soil compaction kills this delicate organism. 
Aeration and leaving organic material on the 
forest floor allows the ecosystem to flourish. 
Treading lightly and a small footprint also helps.  

Here are some ways to care for Carmel’s forest: 

- Park in a driveway or on asphalt. 
- Aerate the soil and leave the leafs.  
- Water baby trees, but not with your dog.  
- If you see strange tree trimming, call 911.  
The police will confirm there is a permit.  
- Sponsor a Commemorative Tree, leave a legacy 
or volunteer with Friends of Carmel Forest.  
 
We look forward to working with you and the 
City of Carmel to restore our natural treasure.  

- Maria Sutherland  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 Public Trees Private Trees 

 Removed Replaced Missing Removed Replaced Missing 

Aug-18 118 49 69 57 16 41 

2017 174 52 122 90 37 53 

2016 143 46 97 117 68 49 

2015 162 123 39 154 45 109 

2014 142 39 103 114 49 65 

2013 71 45 26 96 59 37 

2012 96 73 23 60 20 40 

2011 72 55 17 No data No data   

Total   496   394 

 A total of 890 trees have been removed and not replaced by the City of Carmel since 2011.  
This does not include construction permits. 
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A Centennial Tree was planted in front of the 
Harrison Memorial Library on Ocean Avenue. The 
24” Coast Live Oak was sponsored by The Barnett 
Charitable Segal Trust and Bill Brodsley. 

“I’m a long-time resident that understands the 
importance of replenishing Coast Live Oaks and 
Monterey Pines on the Monterey Peninsula,” said Bill 
Brodsley. “The forested appeal of this location 
has deteriorated considerably over the past 60 
years. It’s up to the residents to preserve the 
Carmel’s forested environment. We need to start 
planting now.” 

In 2016, our Centennial Tree program planted 82 
trees within Carmel-by-the-Sea, and raised $23,500. 
The proceeds benefit Friends of Carmel Forest Fund 
of the Community Foundation for Monterey County. 
We were the first to take advantage of Community 
Foundation’s socially responsible fund. The fund is 
used for reforestation and educational projects.  

CENTENNIAL TREE PLANTED AT LIBRARY 
 

Endowment Giving 
Gifts to an endowment ensures the future of Friends of 
Carmel Forest by providing an income stream that 
serves a number of donor designated purposes. 
Endowed funds are carefully invested by Community 
Foundation of Monterey County and a percentage of 
the market value is directed to support the needs of 
Carmel’s forest. 
 
Bequests 
Providing for Friends of Carmel Forest in your estate 
plan is an easy and straightforward way of planning a 
gift that will benefit Carmel’s forest. For information 
on how to provide a bequest gift to Friends of Carmel 
Forest Stewardship Plan, please contact us at 
831-917-0348 or info@carmelforest.org.  

PLANNED GIVING 

mailto:info@carmelforest.org
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With the loss of 890 trees since 2011 alone, 
Commemorative Trees are a great way for 
individuals to honor a loved one while 
restoring the forest canopy that attracts so 
many to our village. 

Each Commemorative Tree includes: 

- Choice of native trees 
- Professional planting  
- Historical marker with a number, year and 
personal dedication 
- Monitoring for 5 years 
- Map on carmelforest.org  

Donor levels range from $250 to $10,000 
depending on benefits and location.  

To sponsor a tree, visit us at 
carmelforest.org/commemorativetrees  

COMMEMORATIVE TREES 

When Friends of Carmel Forest started 
offering Commemorative Trees, we 
thought it would be a win-win. Trees 
would be planted, funds would be raised 
for future projects, and individuals would 
have a beautiful touchstone to visit.   

Each tree represents a story - the joy of a 
wedding celebration, a family’s hope for 
the future, the loss of a beloved friend or 
spouse. Meeting the donors and seeing 
how moved they are is more fulfilling 
than we imagined. 

We’re very proud that a plaque with the 
names of our major trees sponsors now 
hangs in City Hall. And this summer, over 
40 people donated to honor Barbara 
Livingston’s birthday.  

http://www.carmelforest.org/commemorativetrees


 FRIENDS OF CARMEL FOREST  
 

FALL 2018 
 

 

CANDIDATES FOR MAYOR 

Steve Dallas 
As you and your members know, as mayor and as a council member, I have always made a promise to 
find monies for our forest management program. Just this year alone, we have put in more money to 
our forest than ever before and we will continue to do this. Together with your group, we will plant 
and water new trees for future generations. 

What I enjoy most is seeing the next generation involved so that trees are loved, cherished and a vital 
part of our community. We also need to make sure plant the right trees in the right location so we can 
all enjoy them for years into the future. 
 
I have been instrumental in helping Friends of the Forest obtain grant monies from PG&E for the past 
two years, and I will continue to help. Just recently PG&E got approved for a new gas line project in 
Carmel in which I demanded that PG&E put up a $500K bond for five years for the protection of our 
trees along this new route. This was the biggest bond ever required by a public utility in our city’s 
history. This sends a clear message to the private sector and public sector if you want to work in our 
city you must protect our natural resources including our beautiful trees that line our coast and our 
entire village. 
 
We must continue to work hard in planting and maintaining our forest now and for future generations. 
As your mayor, you have my commitment now and in the future! 

Eugene Hughes 
Our forest is perhaps our most valuable asset and it needs to be both preserved and sadly, in some 
cases, restored. My concern also extends to the beach, dunes, and parks including the Flanders 
Mansion.  

I will put forth ideas and plans for increasing the planting of new trees and shrubs that are native to 
our city using both public and private funding. We should all be encouraged to plant living memorials 
to our family members and even pets no longer among us. The Centennial Program should be 
continued and expanded. 

To support this effort, the City should perform a survey of our forest and environment as of today and 
issue information on the condition and identify the areas needing planting and the type of plants and 
trees desired so we can return our forest to its best condition.   

I also encourage the city to specify types of plants and trees that we may want to discourage.  I will 
seek to gain support for development of and input to a Master Plan for Carmel at mid-century – 
2050. We must think more carefully and long term of the preservation of all aspects of Carmel in light 
of challenges coming our way from over population to weather to life style changes.  The forest, beach, 
and dunes will be center to this effort. 

Dave Potter 
The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea is truly an urbanized forest. As the aging pine forest continues to die off, 
we need to be diligent in our reforestation plan. The removal of the dead pines must be accompanied 
with an aggressive replanting program so the forest remains intact. If elected, I will make the 
restoration and preservation of the forest a priority. 
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Jeff Baron 
The one thing that seems clear about Carmel’s efforts to replenish the forest – especially our upper 
canopy trees – is that these efforts seem to be failing.  In spite of our best efforts, the statistics presented 
tell a story of a forest in decline.  

I’d therefore try something new – community involvement.  Rather than having the city be the 
provider of a service that we “expect” – in this case, the care and maintenance of new trees – we should 
try an approach that brings the community together, one where members of the community are 
responsible instead.  One way in which this could happen?  FOTF could supply trees that are cared for 
by the community, and as importantly, organize that care using modern communication tools, such as 
email and social media. 
  
As a trade off, our community should be able to expect a different kind of service from the city – one 
where the city is responsive to citizen requests and concerns about trees in their neighborhoods and 
homes.  One where dead or almost dead trees city are removed expeditiously, and one where almost 
dead trees in private yards are allowed to be replaced with new trees sooner (when they are failing) 
rather than later (when they are dead), trading years of fear for years of joy at watching our forest be 
rehabilitated, one tree at a time. 
 

Carolyn Hardy 
To influence the restoration of Carmel’s forest, my thoughts are along the lines of Council’s control of 
the budget and allocate additional funding for the tree planting program. But we also need to make 
sure that Chip Rerig has the staff he needs to do the work. Contract workers could fill the void, 
possibly the landscape maintenance company used to tend to the city. I would continue to put pressure 
on staff to give greater priority to our tree planting program. 

Friends of Carmel Forest has done a good job of managing the $25,000 PG&E funds received for the 
tree program. That money came out of the PG&E settlement with the City. I would also suggest to 
Friends that they apply for additional grants. Continue to look for additional grants from PG&E’s 
grant funding program, and also apply for a grant from the City during budget time to ensure some 
additional modest funding. 

 
Carrie Theis 
As Chip Rerig can attest to, every month I read over the Forester Report and am disappointed that the 
tree removals out pace the tree plantings. The drought and disease have had a severe impact on our 
forest so it is imperative that we make a concerted effort to focus on tree replacement.  
I support the Tree Planting Initiative that will be overseen by the Forest and Beach Commission. 

Since we have a surplus from last fiscal year, I would suggest we add to this fund. We now have a 
Geographic Information System that will allow us to input the annual tree survey data which will 
serve as a baseline. This tool will also allow the staff to better track changes to the forest. I am all for 
planting the right tree in the right place! 
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FRIENDS OF CARMEL FOREST 

PO Box 344 
Carmel, CA 93921 
CarmelForest.org 

 

 
 
Founded in 1989, Friends of 
Carmel Forest is committed 
to protect, sustain and 
enhance Carmel's forest. 
The organization 
encourages public 
awareness and care for the 
trees through educational 
programs, publications, tree 
planting, surveys, and other 
activities.  

A 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, Friends of 
Carmel Forest is an official 
support group of the City of 
Carmel-by-the-Sea.  

FRIENDS OF CARMEL FOREST 

 
We are interviewing for the board position of Secretary. This 
invaluable position includes attending one 2-hour meeting per 
month, minutes and assisting with event coordination.  

We always welcome new board members and volunteers who  
are interested in Carmel’s forest. For more information, please 
contact us at info@carmelforest.org. 

To become a member or renew your annual membership, visit  
www.carmelforest.org/get-involved. 

mailto:info@carmelforest.org
http://www.carmelforest.org/get-involved
http://www.carmelforest.org

