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North Dunes Collaboration 

ABOUT US 

•  Friends of Carmel Forest is passionate about Carmel’s trees. 

•  We believe the combination of forest and sea makes our village unique 
and a world class destination. 

•  For nearly 30 years, our mission has been to protect, sustain and enhance 
Carmel’s forest. 

•  We are all-volunteer and a 501(3)c non-profit. 

•  We are an official support group of the City of Carmel. 
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VISION 

•  Aesthetic scenery from all vantage points. 

•  Paths that are a pleasure to take. 

•  Educational signage. 

•  Carmel’s signature Monterey cypress trees and white sand. 

•  Recreational area with volleyball courts. 

•  Safe place for Tidestrom’s Lupine, lizards and dune plants. 

•  A tribute to the forestry department and their hard work. 

•  A beautiful setting that staff, residents and visitors can be proud of. 

CYPRESS HISTORY 

 Devendorf planted original Monterey cypress trees between 1890-1910. 

     “All Monterey cypress along our shore were planted from seedlings 
gathered from those native stands at Cypress Point to the north and Point 
Lobos across Carmel Bay to the south. These trees, some 100 strong, were 
planted by Frank Devendorf’s maintenance workers and his young 
daughter, who nurtured each for several years until established.”  

– Shoreline Management Plan 
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CYPRESS HISTORY 

•  When Devendorf’s original Monterey cypress trees died, Friends of Carmel 
Forest and the City of Carmel planted replacement trees. 

•  In 2006, 30 cypress and pines were planted with a grant from California 
ReLeaf in the North Dunes and up Ocean Avenue to Casanova.  
These trees were planted by Friends of Carmel Forest, City councilmember 
Mike Cunningham, and a vacationer who passed by. Lunch was provided 
by 100 bicyclists. 
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CYPRESS HISTORY 

•  Baby Monterey cypress were planted in clustered – sometimes up to 5 
trees – to ensure their survival – knowing they would be thinned in the 
future. 

•  There are currently 3 clusters. 
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PINE HISTORY 

•  The row of Monterey pines were planted by the forestry staff. 
•  They are a tribute to City Forester, Gary Kelley. 

 A small stand of Monterey pines (and more seedlings) are thriving on the 
sands near the northern City boarder very close to the Fourth Avenue 
pedestrian access.  

– Shoreline Management Plan 
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CYPRESS VIEWS 

 Monterey cypress are the sentinels of our shoreline. Whether standing tall 
or twisted and gnarled, they define the transition and progression of our 
community’s landscape. From the water’s edge, past the tidal zone up to 
the bluffs and dunes, Monterey cypress provide the foundation for all other 
landscape plantings. 

 Monterey cypress are the primary arboreal element of the Carmel coastal 
landscape. Views of the beach, bluffs, and ocean through cypress boughs 
are a unique visual component of the City’s shoreline. 

-  Shoreline Management Plan 4.1.3 Shoreline Trees 
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CYPRESS VIEWS 
 Carmel’s shoreline affords extraordinary views of the ocean and coastline. 
Protection of this unparalleled coastal viewshed is one of the cornerstones of 
the City’s shoreline management program… 

 The City, however, allows a limited amount of short-term coastal viewshed 
interference by some of the adolescent Monterey cypress trees that line the 
public shoreline… 

 When young, these trees are characterized by dense foliage. Only as they mater 
do Monterey cypress grow into the tall, open “sentinels of the shoreline.” To 
achieve this valued shape some loss of coastal viewshed must be tolerated 
during a tree’s early years.   

- Shoreline Management Plan 4.1.5 Coastal Viewshed 
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CYPRESS HABITAT 

 Tidestrom’s Lupine is not growing near the Monterey cypress clusters. 

 The 1,000 Tidestrom’s Lupine plant count included in the recommendations 
in the Ferreira appendix to the Del Mar Master Plan are for background 
purposes only and are not binding. 

 The DMMP policies (P5-173) simply require that Tidestrom’s Lupine 
populations be monitored, protected, and that habitat values be enhanced 
in accordance with the approved dune restoration plan (Figures 2 and 3). 

CYPRESS REPLACEMENTS 

 If a tree is determined to be a hazard and presents a clear and present 
danger to the public, then the Department will remove that tree and 
replace it. In many cases, mature trees are replaced with young seedlings 
germinated from local seed stock well in advance of their removal. By 
continuing these management practices, our forested beach lands will 
remain in balance. 

-  Shoreline Management Plan 4.1.3 Shoreline Trees 
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CYPRESS REPLACEMENTS 

 Plant a row of 7 Monterey cypress trees along Ocean Avenue, to replace 
the large trees that have already died and the other old trees that are likely 
to decline in health during the next five years or less. The row should be 
planted approximately 20-ft north of the sidewalk, so as to reduce potential 
conflicts with the overhead utility lines. 

 Plant 7 Monterey cypress elsewhere in the Cypress Grove, in addition to 
the 7 trees proposed to be planted along Ocean Avenue, to replace other 
dead trees and over-mature trees that are declining in health, and to fill in 
large openings between some of the trees. 

-  Tom Moss, North Dune Management Recommendations 3/30/17 

CYPRESS REPLACEMENTS 

 Map replacement of 3-5 cypress in the Cypress Corridor along Ocean 
Avenue, to fill in gaps created by senescing or removed trees. Follow 
suggestions by Tom Moss, coastal biologist, in regards to planting within 
the forest management zone along Ocean Avenue, and spacing for 
aesthetics and tree vigor.  

-  Joey Canepa 
Carmel North Dunes Tree Survey and Biological Recommendations 1/28/18   



3/6/18	

10	

RECOMMENDATIONS 

•  REMOVE 2 pines in the Pine Grove ONLY if this will provide additional habitat 
for Tidestrom’s Lupine.  

•  REMOVE 6 cypress east of the volleyball courts ONLY if this will provide 
additional habitat for Tidestrom’s Lupine. 

•  REMOVE 2 cypress and KEEP 3 cypress in west cluster in the center dunes.  

•  REMOVE 4 cypress in the east cluster in the center dunes. 

•  KEEP 1 cypress just east of the restrooms. This tree is a safety buffer from the 
utility cable. This tree may also have an aesthetically pleasing shape in maturity. 

•  REMOVE stumps. They are a tripping hazard and create a desolate landscape.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

•  PLANT 5-7 cypress within 20 feet from Ocean Avenue to replace dying or 
over-mature cypress. 
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REQUESTS 

 We request the following language be changed in the Conditions of 
Approval for the amendment to CDP 16-315: 

4.  Tree removal components are limited to the following: removal of dead and 
hazardous trees, and removal of up to 14 live trees including: 12 Cypress 
trees and 2 Monterey pines at locations identified by the City’s project 
biologist… 
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REQUESTS 

 We request the following language be added to the Conditions of 
Approval for the amendment to CDP 16-315: 

12. Replace 5-7 cypress in the Cypress Corridor within 20 feet of Ocean 
Avenue, to fill in gaps created by senescing or removed trees, spacing for 
aesthetics and tree vigor.  


